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NEWS RELEASE

KOSOVO CRISIS: ACTIVEDAYTON.COM TO HOST CHAT
WITH UD PROFESSOR ABOUT CONFLICT IN THE BALKANS
DAYTON, Ohio- R. Bruce Hitchner, director of the Center for International Programs
(CIP) at the University of Dayton, will be a featured guest of local Web site ActiveDayton.com
for a chat on the crisis in Kosovo. The event will take place live from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, April 13.
"Instability in the Balkans can lead to instability in Europe, and we have to remember
wars in Europe tend to get out of hand," Hitchner said. "Europe is the place where world wars
begin." Hitchner believes the latest crisis in Kosovo poses very real dangers of a wider conflict
for the United States.
Dayton and Hitchner have special ties to the current violence in Kosovo. Just four years
ago, the Dayton community played host to many of those involved in the current crisis,
including Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic.
The talks in 1995 over the issue of Bosnia led to the Dayton Peace Accords. Hitchner
has gone to the Balkans twice in the past four years as part of his personal mission to continue
the Bosnian peace process through citizen diplomacy. He has also organized forums and
workshops about the Dayton Peace Accords. These events, held in Dayton in 1996, 1997 and
1998, were supported by grants from the Packard Foundation.
"It's uncommon to have a local resource like Dr. Hitchner," said Kevin Stephens, site
manager for ActiveDayton.com. "The people of the Miami Valley have a rare opportunity to
have their questions answered by someone who has been immersed in these issues for years.
We invite the public to actively participate in the chat or simply observe to educate themselves
about this issue."
Users can log on to ActiveDayton.com anytime before the event to explore some of
Hitchner's writings or to submit questions for the chat.
Complete coverage of the Kosovo crisis including background, video reports, photos,
refugee relief information and ongoing discussion forums can be found at
http: I I www .ActiveDayton.comiFEATURES lkosovo.
'

Hitchner is director of the Center for International Programs at the University of Dayton
and a member of the history faculty. He has served as head of the CIP since 1996. Under
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Hitchner's direction, the CIP has worked to promote human rights, peace and economic
development around the world, especially in the Balkans. In April 1997, Hitchner was
awarded the Exemplar Award by the University of Notre Dame for his community work in
Bosnia.
ActiveDayton.com, produced in partnership with the Dayton Daily News, WHIO-TV,
Cox Radio and Springfield News-Sun, is a product of Cox Interactive Media (CIM), the nation's
most popular provider of local content on the Internet.
CIM (www.cimedia.com) is the nation's largest provider of local content sites on the
Internet. The volume of CIM pages read by consumers exceeds the page view performance of
any other local site network. To date, this network includes 25 city sites and specialty sites.
CIM is a subsidiary of Cox Enterprises Inc., and is headquartered in Atlanta. A leading
media company, Cox Enterprises includes Cox Newspapers Inc. (newspapers, direct-mail
marketing and book publishing), Cox Broadcasting Inc. (TV, spot sales, television production,
research and publicly-traded Cox Radio Inc.) and publicly traded Cox Communications Inc.
(cable distribution, programming and broadband communications) in addition to Cox
Interactive Media. The company also is the world's largest operator of automobile auctions
through Manheim Auctions, providing financial services, government auctions, online services
and price guides.
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For media interviews, contact Bruce Hitchner at (937) 229-3652. For more information
about the chat session, contact Elizabeth Hill-Lloyd at (937) 225-7453.

